


































































































































































trust in our Blessed Mother, he meditated on the Gospels to find 

models of loving service. Chief among them was the mystery of the 

Incarnation and the Annunciation” (Const. Chapter Two: Charism and 

the Vision of our Founder, p 161). The God he encountered through 
6Jesus Christ in the Gospels is primarily a God of compassion.  

Motivated by the inexhaustible mystery of God's total immersion in 

human history, Mgr Raymond immersed himself into his context and 

allowed himself to be affected by what he saw and heard. This 

resulted in birth of the Bethany Congregation. The more he reflected 

on this mystery, the clearer it became to him that this was the most 

appropriate model both for his own life and for the new religious 
7congregation he was founding.  He was drawn to the response of Mary 

given in the mystery of the Annunciation and desired that his 

daughters reproduce in their life the fiat of Mary and take Mary in the 

mystery of the Annunciation as their inspiration and motto in life. The 

more he meditated on God's compassionate love for the poor, the 

more it became clear to him that his mission was to imitate Jesus, who 

was compassionate to the poor, the dejected, especially women. He 

further envisioned the mission of the Institute in a manner that 

reflected God's compassionate care for the poor and the marginalized. 

He dared to take the unbeaten path, on behalf of the peripheries.  

Compassion continues to be a hallmark of Bethany Sisters. Hence, it is 

important that we celebrate the achievements of the past 100 years. 

The legacy that he left behind has indeed been a monument to be 

treasured in the hearts of the old and young. If its past stands as 

testimony to God's gift that has progressively brought to fruition, the 

future is about moving forward with renewed dedication.

Way Forward: Our Vision 

From what has been explored we may summarize that life and 

mission of SD Raymond continues to be a beacon of hope in today's 

hopeless situation. SD Raymond was formed and chosen to make an 

6 Violette, B.S, Unless the Seed Die, 1985, 115
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practical and prophetic (through mutual love and care). This life 

centred on God and self-giving to others is clearly counter-cultural. 

Wake up the world! Be witness of a different way of acting, of living! It 

is this witness to which we are called today (Pope Francis). We are 

called to be bounded by love and lived in common mission. 

Conclusion: The incarnation is always a call to follow Jesus in his 

solidarity with humankind, expressed concretely through his 

consistent and progressive identification with the poor. Jesus' 

incarnation is inclusive of all human beings irrespective of race, 

historical conditions or genders. “What you do to the least of my 

brothers and sisters,” Jesus can truly say, “you do to me” (Mt 25: 40). 

The vision that Fr Raymond saw, had a far reaching impact. What he 

saw, he projected into the future and saw a Religious Congregation 

which would do exactly what he intended to do. The tiny mustard seed 

sprouted and never ceased to grow up into a mighty tree. Hundred 

years ago, Bethany had made an option to enter the history and share 

her life of the people of God. To be relevant is to be able to read the 

signs of the times, that is to develop a vision in mission - to respond to 

the new challenges of Covid-19 Pandemic issues - to care of the 

migrants and the Covid victims.
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